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1 

 

THE WILD LIFE (PROTECTION) ACT, 1972 

____________ 

 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

____________ 

CHAPTER I 

PRELIMINARY 

SECTIONS 

1. Short title, extent and commencement. 

2. Definitions. 

CHAPTER II 

AUTHORITIES TO BE APPOINTED OR CONSTITUTES UNDER THE ACT 

3. Appointment of Director and other officers. 

4. Appointment of Life Warden and other officers. 

5. Power to delegate. 

5A. Constitution of the National Board for Wild Life. 

5B. Standing Committee of the National Board. 

5C. Functions of the National Board. 

6. Constitution of State Board for Wild Life. 

7. Procedure to be followed by the Board. 

8. Duties of State Board for Wild Life. 

 

CHAPTER III 

HUNTING OF WILD ANIMALS 

9. Prohibition of hunting. 

10. [Omitted.]  

11. Hunting of wild animals to be permitted in certain cases. 

12. Grant of permit for special purposes. 

13. [Omitted.]  

14. [Omitted.]  

15. [Omitted.]  

16. [Omitted.]  

17. [Omitted.] 

 

CHAPTER IIIA 

PROTECTION OF SPECIFIED PLANTS 

17A. Prohibition of picking, uprooting, etc. of specified plant. 

17B. Grants of permit for special purposes. 

17C. Cultivation of specified plants without licence prohibited. 

17D. Dealing in specified plants without licence prohibited. 

17E. Declaration of stock. 

17F. Possession, etc., of plants by licensee. 

17G. Purchase, etc., of specified plants. 
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9 

 

(38) “Wild Life Warden” means the person appointed as such under clause (b) of sub-section (1) 

of section 4; 

1
[(39) “zoo” means an establishment, whether stationary or mobile, where captive animals are 

kept for exhibition to the public 
2
[and includes a circus and rescue centres but does not include an 

establishment] of a licensed dealer in captive animals.] 

CHAPTER II 

AUTHORITIES TO BE APPOINTED OR CONSTITUTED UNDER THE ACT 

3. Appointment of Director and other officers.—(1) The Central Government may, for the 

purposes of this Act, appoint,— 

(a) A Director of Wild Life Preservation; 

3
*   *             *   *   * 

(c) such other officers and employees as may be necessary. 

(2) In the performance of his duties and exercise of his powers by or under this Act, the Director shall 

be subject to such general or special directions, as the Central Government may, from time to time, give. 

4
[(3) The officers and other employees appointed under this section shall be required to assist the 

Director.] 

4. Appointment of Life Warden and other officers.—(1) The State Government May, for the 

purpose of this Act, appoint,— 

(a) a Chief Wild Life Warden;  

(b) Wild Life Wardens; 
5
*** 

6
[(bb) Honorary Wild Life Wardens;]  

(c) such other officers and employees as may be necessary.  

(2) In the performance of his duties and exercise of his powers by or under this Act, the Chief Wild 

Life Warden shall be subject to such general or special directions, as the State Government may from 

time to time, give. 

(3) 
7
[The Wild Life Warden, the Honorary Wild Life Warden] and other officers and employees 

appointed under this section shall be subordinate to the Chief Wild Life Warden. 

5. Power to delegate.—(1) The Director may, with the previous approval of the Central Government, 

by order in writing, delegate all or any of his powers and duties under this Act to any officer subordinate 

to him subject to such conditions, if any, as may be specified in the order. 

(2) The Chief Wild Life Warden may, with the previous approval of the State Government, by order 

in writing, delegate all or any of his powers and duties under this Act, except those under clause (a) of 

sub-section (1) of section 11, to any officer subordinate to him subject to such conditions, if any, as may 

be specified in the order. 

(3) Subject to any general or special direction given or condition imposed by the Director or the Chief 

Wild Life Warden, any person, authorised by the Director or the Chief Wild Life Warden to exercise any 

powers, may exercise those powers in the same manner and to the same effect as if they had been 

conferred on that person directly by this Act and not by way of delegation. 

                                                           
1. Ins. by Act 44 of 1991, s. 5 (w.e.f. 2-10-1991). 

2. Subs. by Act 16 of 2003, s. 3, for “but does not include a circus and an establishment” (w.e.f. 1-4-2003). 
3. Clause (b) omitted by s. 4, ibid. (w.e.f. 1-4-2003). 

4. Subs. by s. 4, ibid., for sub-section (3) (w.e.f. 1-4-2003). 
5. The word “and” omitted by 44 of 1991, s. 6 (w.e.f. 2-10-1991). 

6. Subs. by Act 16 of 2003, s. 5, for clause (bb) (w.e.f. 1-4-2003). 

7. Subs. by Act 44 of 1991, s. 6, for “The Wild Life Warden” (w.e.f. 2-10-1991). 
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Government of West Bengal
Department of Forests

Aranya Bhavan
Block-LA-10A, Sector-III

Salt Lake City, Kolkata-700106
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
No.                                                                                        Kolkata, the         April, 2021

 

NOTIFICATION

            Whereas, by a Notification of Department of Forests, Government of
West  Bengal,  No.  2379-For/FR/O/11M-98/13  dated  25.11.2014  issued  under
Sub-Section  (1)  of  the  Section  4  of  the  Wildlife  (Protection  Act)-1972,  the
Government of West Bengal appointed and delegated the power of Ex-officio
Wildlife  Warden,  West  Bengal  to  the  officers  holding  the  rank  of  Deputy
Conservator of Forests in respective Forest Divisions of West Bengal. The said
Notification  contained  the  details  of  33  (thirty  three)  Divisional  Forest
Officers/Deputy Field Directors within their territorial jurisdictions. 

 

            And whereas, the Kalimpong Division has been transferred to the State
Government in the Forest Directorate from the West Bengal Forest Development
Corporation  Limited  vide  this  Department  Notification  No.  1682/FR/O/6M-
2/2018 dated 19.09.2018.

            And whereas, a proposal has been received from the Principal Chief
Conservator  of  Forests  & Head of  Forest  Force,  West  Bengal  to  confer  the
power of  Ex-officio Wildlife  Warden,  West  Bengal  on the  Divisional  Forest
Officer, Kalimpong.

            Now, therefore, in exercise of the power conferred by the Sub-Section
(1) of the Section 4 of the Wildlife (Protection Act)-1972 and in continuation of
the Notification no. 2379-For/FR/O/11M-98/13 dated 25.11.2014, the Governor
is pleased to appoint and delegate the power, with effect from the date of issue
of this Notification and until further orders, to the officer holding the rank of
Deputy  Conservator  of  Forests  mentioned  in  the  Column  (2)  of  the  “The
Schedule” hereunder as Ex-officio Wildlife Warden, West Bengal for respective
jurisdiction, comprising both forests and non-forests areas for the purpose of the
aforesaid Act.

“The Schedule”

Sl.
No.

Name of the Posts

1. Divisional Forest Officer, Kalimpong Division 
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            The officer so appointed as Ex-officio Wildlife Warden, West Bengal
shall be subordinate to the Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bengal in terms of Sub-
Section (3) of Section 4 of the said Act.

 

            And further, in accordance with the provisions under Section 5(2) of
the  Wildlife  (Protection  Act)  1972,  as  amended  up  to  date,  the  Ex-officio
Wildlife Warden, West Bengal is hereby delegated with the following powers
and duties :-

 

1. All the powers delegated to Sub-ordinate Ranks and Officers. 
2. The following Sections of the Wildlife (Protection Act) 1972, as amended                    

up to date: 
a. Section 27(1) (b)                   
b. Section 34(1)              
c. Section 34(2) 
d. Section 41(1)                       
e. Section 44(2)               
f. Section 50(3) 
g. Section 50(3A)          
h. Section 50(4)                
i. Section 54 

 

                                                                       
                                    

                                                                                    By Order  of
the Governor,

                                                
                                                                                                
                                                                                             

                                                                                      (VIVEK
KUMAR)

                                                                                    Additional
Chief Secretary 

                                                                          to the Government of
West Bengal

 
 
No.                                                                           Kolkata, the          April, 2021
                                             
Copy forwarded for information to:
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1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Head of Forest Force, West Bengal 

2. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Chief Wildlife Warden, West Bengal 

 

 

 

                                                                                    Officer on
Special Duty 

                                                                          to the Government of
West Bengal 
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